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WN this Affair came to be firſt noiſed Abroad in the City of Glaſtow, 
and Country around it; ſuch were Peoples Sentiments of Mr. Adam his 


former Conduct, that nothing was to be heard among all Sorts of Perſons, 


whether religious or not, but Expreſſions of the greateſt Sympathy with Zi 
him; a ſtriking Evidence of his univerſally acknowledged Worth, and whick 
gave the Presbytery the pleaſant Hopes, that God would ſo over rule this .. 
melancholly and diſcouraging Event, as the great Intereſts of Religion would? 
foffer leſs by it, than they had Reaſon to expect. And, what contributed 


not a little to the compaſſionate Regards ſhown Mr. Adam, was the Man- 


x ner, in which his Crime was made known to the World. In Caſes of this 


Sort, there is uſually a Fama of a Woman's being with Child before any 


Conviction; but it was quite otherwiſe in this Caſe : Conſcious of his Guilt, | 


and ſuffering the racking Torture of his own Mind; about ten Weeks after 
the Sin was committed, having underſtood, that there was great Probability 
the Woman was with Child, he reſolved to make the Diſcovery ; and accor- 
dingly told his Caſe to Two of his Brethren ; then to the Members of his 


Seſſion; and at the firſt Meeting of Presbytery that 2 made the judi- 


cial Confeſſion above narrated. It is ſomewhat ſingular and uncommon for 


a Man to be the firſt Accuſer of himſelf, and at a Time, when his Crime 


might have been concealed, at leaſt for ſeveral Months, if not for altogether ; 
and when, at any Rate, his bare Denial of the Fact would fo far have out- 
weighed the Woman's Teſtimony in the Eyes of all who knew him, as to leave 


"oo Rowedod of the Truth of her Accuſation. But Mr. Adam was fo over- 
powerd with a Senſe of his Guilt, that he could find no Eaſe in his Mind till 
1 acknowledged it. And it is a Thing nottour to the Members of his Seſſion, 


and the more intelligent Part of his Audience, that for ſeveral Weeks before 


he made it known to any Perfon, there appeared in him not only an un- 


common Dejection of Countenance, but an uncommon Strain of preachin 
I 


and praying, the Tendency of which they could not underſtand, till this di- 


ſtreſling Affair was revealed to them. Some indeed have been apt to blame 


him here, as if his Conduct was an unneceſſary diſcovering of what Pro- 
vidence might have kept an impenetrable Secret, and thereby the Wound 
given to Religion been prevented. But, whoever attends to the Difficulties 


there are, in concealing ſuch Matters with a ſafe Conſcience, efpecially - 
where a Miniſter is concerned; what pitiful diſhoneſt Shifts he muſt be put 
to; what conſtant Fear and Danger of a Difcovery ; and above all, what 


vaſtly greater Miſchief is done to Religion, if a Diſcovery is made after 


Attempts to conceal it; will not think him the worſe Man, or more unwiſe, 
by what he has done. But let us ſuppoſe, that herein he is blameworthy ; 


why ſurely, his Fault is only an Error in Judgment; and ſuch an Error, 
| „5 4 
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as muſt give the World a higher Senſe of the Diſtreſs of his Mind, tile FE 
Depth of his: Contrition, and the Sincerity of his Repentance: For what elſe 5 
could be imagined 8 prevailing with a Man in the Exerciſe of his | 
| Reaſon, and, a Miniſter of the Goſpel, to A Crimes, the necef- 
= YarY,and immediate Effect of which, was, to bring a foul Stain on his Re | | 
| putgtion, and to rob him of his Bread. - _- og? 16.3 | 


Bur now to proceed in the Narrative of this Affair. While Mr. Adam 
underlay the Diſcipline of the Church, his own Congregation was moſt ſen- 
fibly afli fed with his Misfortune ; many of them could not go to Church 
on theſe Days, he made his publick Appearances; and ſuch as went, were 

much affected and edified with his melting Expreſſions of Sorrow and Self- 
abaſement, and came away entirely {atisfied with the Evidences of his Re- 
entance : And Report having, been made from Time to Time to the Pres- 
bytery, by the Brethren who rebuked him, and ſuch as went to viſit him, of 
the uncommon Satisfaction he gave them; He was again called before the 
Presbytery, and having expreſſed the Senſe of his Guilt, as became a fincere 
humble Penitent ; they came unanimouſly. to the Reſolution of abſolving 
him from the Scandal, and reſtoring him to the Communion of the Church ; 
which was accordingly done on the 21ſt Day of December 1746. All this 
Time, his Pariſh adhered to him with the gteateſt Harmony and warmeſt 
Affection: They could look on him (as themſelves expreſſed it) in no other 
Light, than that of their Miniſter. The Patron, Heritors, Elders, Heads 
of Families, and all concerned, ſeemed to ſtrive who would mioſt Counte- 
nance and ſupport him under his preſent Affliction. WE : 


Ar the Meeting of Presbytery on the 4th of February 1747, a Petition 
was preſented, ſigned by the whole Elders, repreſenting the ſtrong Attach- 
ment they had to their late Miniſter, for his inceſſant, painful, and ſucceſs- 
ful Labours among them; the abundant Evidences he had given not only in 
public, but more eſpecially in private, of unfeigned Sorrow and deep Con- 
cern for his Sin; and of ſuch edifying and ſavoury Converſation, as had knit 
them to him in the tendereſt Affection, and in a great Meaſure, healed the 
Wound occafioned by his Offence ; and therefore, praying the Presbytery to 
take off the Sentence of Depoſition, that they might yet be favoured with 
hearing him preach the Goſpel. The Presbytery judged this was a Matter 
that would require the greateſt Deliberation, and in which the Intereſts of 
Religion were nearly concerned; and therefore, agreed to delay it for ſome 
Time. Upon the 4th of March, the Petitioners applied for an Anſwer, but 
the Affair was further delayed; and, fo was it alſo at the Meeting oh the 
25th of March ; But only, that the Presbytery might ſee how far the rat 
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Ends of Edification would be anſwered, among thoſe who beft knew.the . 
Situation of this Affair, if the Deſire of the Petition ſhould at any ſubſe- 

quent Meeting be granted. All the Brethren preſent at this Diet, were de- 

fred to acquaint the Presbytery with the Sentiments of the People in their 
ſeveral Congregations, about reponing Mr, Adam; who all declared, that as 


far as they could underſtand their Senſe of it, it would be acceptable to 
them ; wet what the Generality of thoſe beſt diſpoſed to Religion, were 
wiſhing and longing to have done. „ =” 


Uros the 22d of April, a Petition was given in to the Presbytery, ſigned 


by a great Number of Heads of Families, ſaid by the Elders preſent,. to be 
af that were in the Pariſh, except two, concurring with the former Petition, 


and begging the Deſire of it might be granted. At the ſame Time compear- 


ed James Hamilton of Aikenhead, Eſq; undoubted Patron, and principal 


reſiding Heritor; and with him, ohn Maxawelt of Williamu bod; who de- 


clared, that they appeared not only in their own, Name, but at the Deſire of 
all the other Heritors of the Communion of this Church in the Pariſh, to 
fignify their great Eſteem of Mr. Adam, and earneſt Deſire he might be 
reſtored to the Office and Exerciſe of the Miniſtry. The Presbytery ſeeing 
ſuch an unuſual Concurrence of Circumſtances in this Affair, could nat 
help thinking, they were loudly called upon to take it immediately under 
their moſt ſerious Confideration. And firſt of all, a moſt ſavoury Report 
was given of Mr. Adam's former Conduct, by all the Brethren ; ſome of 
whom had particular Acceſs to know him ſince he was a Boy at School; 
that he had maintained -a pious, grave, prudent, watchful, and, in every 
Reſpe& unblemiſhed Character, from his earlieſt Years, till the unhappy 
Occafion of his Depoſition ; that he was in his publick Capacity an affect- 
ing and edifying Preacher, a diligent and laborious Miniſter, Having en- 
quired into his Conduct ſince he contracted this Guilt, nothing could ap- 
pear to them that would evidence a deeper Affliction of Soul, a more real 


and unfeigned Repentance, a more exemplary and edifying Converſation 


than he had diſcovered, When they conſidered what the 13 Par. of the 
th Chap. of the Form of Proceſs requires, before a Miniſter depoſed. far 
ſrandalous Carriage be reſtored to the Miniſtry, viz. If the Wound given by 
the Scandal be healed? Beſides what has been juſt now mentioned, and 
which the ſame Par. directs to look to, as the Ground of forming ſuch a 

udgment; What greater Evidence could they have, that in Fact the Wound 
was healed, than the unanimous hearty Application of all Ranks and Con- 
ditions of Men in the Place where the Scandal was given, and the Senſe 


of ſo many Congregations, in this Corner, inſtructed by their Miniſters ? 


TRE 


| ws 2 


Tarn Presbytery, in deliberating upon this Matter, was ſufficiently aware 
uf en old AG of Aewbly, fred the bd uf Aubujt 1541. which den 
- That, before a. Miniſter, 44:4 afide for oppoſing the publick Cauſe of Re- 
formation, be teſtored to the Miniſtry, the Synod of tht. Bounds ſhould be 
"advifed with; but is it not evident, that the declared Intention of this A 
makes a wide Difference between-it and the Caſe before us. In the Tinits 
wherein. the, Act 2 frarged, there were in the Church, Men whs wiſhed 
fo Succeſs to che Cauſe of Reformation, but threw all poflible Dficdlties 
In the = of ft; and great Ground to fear, that many would ſeck to creep 

into it with a n t bndetmine and ruin it: Here certainly the utmoſt 
Vigilance was necef{ary. And when Men of this „ who by the 
Strain and Tenor df their Conduct, had ſhown themfelves Enemies to our 
Conſtitution, were detected and depoſed; the Judicatories could not be over 

cautjous in e againſt their Re. admiſſion, left they might be ſt ill 
lea vened with their old floxious Principles : And when any of them fought 
to be brought in upon Profeſſions f F wen e it was moſt reaſon- 
able their Pretences be natrowly fifted ; the Synod of the Bounds conſulted; 
Hay, the whole Church, at leaſt in Its Repreſentation, be adviſed with, 
weigh the Matter, and interpoſe its Authority. But will an Man affirm 
that the ſame Reaſon belds good in the Caſe. before us? will a, ſingle 
Iaſtance of ſuch Iimmoralities, denominate a Man an Enemy to God, or to 
our Conſtitution? Muſt « whole Life of Piety, of Zeal for the Intereſts of Re- 

Iigion and the good of the Church, ſullied only by one Overt· act of Vice, be nv 
: nerbile treated than a Life of Enmity and Diſaffection to the Church? 

Or is it agreeable to the Practice of the. Church itſelf to extend this Act to 
ſuch Caſes? The Presbytery knows no Inſtance of it, but that of the Reve- 
rend Commiſſion on the 12th of November laſt, who found them guilty gf 

tranſgreſſing the Rules of the Church wholly upon this Account. But x 2 
ting the Act was general as to all depoſed Miniſters, yet, the Preebyer 
conceived that the Form of Proceſs freed them from the Obligation of it:: 

This Form is the Church's Body of Diſcipline, and was compiled on Pur- 
poſe to be ſo: And the AR of Aſſembly 1707, ratifying it, appoints. and 
ordains the ſame to be obſerved by all the Judicatories of the Church, as 
fixed binding Rules and Directions, in the Matters therein contained. Now 
what was the Presbytery to do? Were they to follow the Form of Proceſs, 
or ſeek for Directions ſomewhere elſe ? Were they not to ſuppoſe, that either 
it expreſſed the Senſe of former Acts of Aſſembly concerning Diſcipline, or, 
in ſo far as it did not . expreſs the Senſe of ſome of them, that it muſt 
be underſtood to ſupercede the Obligation of them ? Now the rm of ro 
ceſs does not require Presbyteries TOY with the Synod, before, depoſcd 
e f e | | Miniſters 


* 


= 


LY  --: 


' Miniſters be reponed: All it ſays, is, that before fuch a Thing be done, 


« there would not only be convincing Evidences of a deep Sorrow for Sin, 
© but, an eminent and exemplary humble Walk, and cdifying Converſation 
« {© apparent and convincing, as hath worn out and healed the Wound the 


e, Scandal gave: Which, from what has been above narrated, the Presby- 


dery found to be the Caſe on the juſteſt Reaſons, | 


Tax greateſt Difficulty the Presbytery had, was, from the Judgment 
People at a Diſtance and unacquainted with the Affair, might form of re- 


ſtoring Mr. Adam ſo ſoon; and the Fear that this might be pled as a Prece- 


dent in other Caſes where Circumſtances are widely different. But, as the 
beſt Piece of Conduct may be miſconſtructed, and the Parts of it when torn 


from each other, lay a Foundation for very bad Things; ſo, the Presbytery 


apprehended, that if Men could allow themſelves thus to deal with this Part 


of their Conduct, they were. following no Precedent, but ſtriking out a new | 


y 


there is Ground to hope, through the Bleſſing of 
may be uſeful, but more remarkably ſo than he was before. | 
Tun E isone Thing further, the presbytery will frankly acknowled e had 
Weight with them in thoſe Deliberations : They were certainly inks 


Path of their own, and muſt themſelves be anſwerable for all the Con- 


| 5 of it. The Presbytery will venture to affirm, that if their Pre- 


cedent be cloſely ſollowed in all its Circumſtances, that the Intereſts of 
Religion or Diſcipline cannot ſuffer by it. The ſpeedy reſtoring the Apo- 
Rle Perer after a lamentable Fall, did no Hurt but much Good to the 
Chriſtian Church; and though an exact Compariſon is not intended by + 


this, yet, as there is no Body who knows this Affair, but believes Mr. Adam 


to be a good Man, notwithſtanding this unhappy yy his Oy ſo, 
„not only that he 


* | no ormed 
that Mr. Hamilton of Aikenbend the Patron, was determined to uſe the 


Power the Law put into his Hands, that he might not be thought to weaken 


his own Right, by paſſing from it the very firſt Time he or any of his 
Family had an Opportunity of exercing it ; and that it was his earneſt 


Defire, the Presbytery would give him an Opportunity of teſtifying the 
8 Eſteem he had for Mr. Adam, in the moſt effectual Manner. The 


resvytery muſt own, they were extremely averſe to part with ſo good a 


Man, as they take Mr. Adam to be, and by any Conduct of theirs, to ren- 


ingly loath to diſappoint a whole Pariſh, ſo harmoniouſly concurring in 


der it impoſſible for him to fettle again in Catheart. They were exceed- 


their Deſires and molt earneſt Wiſhes to ſee him again their Miniſter; and 
therefore were willing to give them ſome Chance for it, provided, the Su- 
preme Jud icatory ef this Church ſhould countenance it by their Authority, 


Now, when this and all the foregoing Conſiderations had been ſeriouſly 


: | weighed 


weighed by the Presbytery, they came to this State of a Vote; Reſtore Mr. 
George Adam to the Office and Exerciſe cf the Miniſtry, or not? And it 


* 


to expreſſed the ſame good Opinion of him with the reſt. 
Vir nix a few Days aftey this 52d of April, Mr. Hamilton of Aikenhead 


gave in to the Moderator under Form of Inſtrument, a Preſentation in Favours 


of Mr. Alam; and declared ſome Time after, he did this not only to teſtify 
his own juft Regard for the Preſentee, but alſo at the earneſt 3 of the 
Coaongregation, backed with the Deſire of many good People in different Con 
gregations who wiſhed to ſee him again a fixed Miniſter. This Preſentation, 

Mr Adam with'a good deal of Reluctancy accepted; and founds his Ac- 
ceptance on the certain Knowledge he had, that it was the earneſt Deſire of 


the Pariſh of Carhcart, that he ſhould again ſettle among them. But the 
Presbytery never offered to take any Step towards his Re- admiſſion to the 


Charge, well knowing that the Ja? Par. of the th Chap: of the Form of 
Proceſs made the Door exceeding narrow; and which no inferior Court 
could ſafely. venture to enlarge, without the Advice of Aſſembly: All they 
did was, at the earneſt Deſire of the People themſelves, renewed every 
Meeting, to appoint him to ſupply the Vacancy. Notwithſtanding this, it 


bas been induſtriouſly propagated to the Presbytery's Diſadvantage, that the 


great Reaſon of their not asking the Synod's Advice before they repofied 


Mr. Adam, was, that they might have an Opportunity of finiſhing the Set. 

tlement in a private clandeſtine Manner, before they could meet with any 
Check. But the Presbytery declare they had no ſuch Intention; and how 
far this Charge is from having the leaſt Shadow or Appearance of Truth, is 
evident from this ſingle Conſideration, That Mr. Adam was reponed on the 
23d of April, and. the next Meeting of Synod was not till the firſt Tueſday 
of October, near Six Months after. Now was there not Time enough, and 


more than enough, for re- admitting him, if any ſuch Thing had been dreams | 
ed of? And yet, when the Synod met, not one Step had been taken, But 


the Presbytery's Intentions are farther juſtified, from what happened at the 
Synod itſelt. A Brother, who teems to have been'imprefled with the A p- 


prehenſion of ſiniſtrous Defigns, deſired for his own Satisfaction, as he ſaid, . 


that the Presbytery might be called upon, to inform the Synod of their Con- 
duct in reponing Mr. Adam; which was accordingly done, and the Synod 
heard them, without finding they had tranſgreſſed any Rules of the, Church, 
or offering them any Advice as to their future Conduct. But the Presby tery, 
_ to ſatisfy the World they had no ſuch Intentions, as ſome had aſcribed to them, 
"begged the Synod to interpote their Advice, and aſſured them it ſhould be 
followed: Wherenpon the Synod advifed them, not to proceed to the Settle- 
ment, till the Mind of the Genera] Aſſembly was known in it: Which 4d- 
vice the Preebytery chcerfully acquieſced in. After what has been _ 

| | laid, 
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carried by the Votes of all preſent, except two, to reſtore: And even theſe 
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aid, it · is not eaſy to conceive how ealouſies could poſſibly remain in the 


Minde of any, as if the Presbytery ſtill defigned to make a haſty Settlement. 
Muſt it not then appear ſtrange to the ' Venerable Aſſembly, that the 
| Hon, which met in November laſt, ſhould ſtill have 
Fears about the Presbytery's Conduct; and ſuch violent Fears, as the Kee 
facred and important Rules: of the Ghurch, and every well governed Society 


very Reverend Comm! 


maſt be broke through, in order to prevent them! The Presbytery cannot 
but complain of the hard Meaſure they got from that Reverend Body, who 
ſent them a Letter, herein they find them guilty of tranſgreſſing the Rules 
of the Church in reponing Mr. Adam; diſcharge them from proceeding t. 
his Settlement; or ſo much as, appointing him to.preach at Cathcart, ti 
the Meeting of the General Aſſembly. Now all this was done, without 
giving the Presbytery an . of being heard, or ſeeing their Re; 
cords; nay, it was done at a II 7 | | 
cerned .in- reponing Mr. Adam, in Town, and had been at their Bar the 


Night before, who were not defired to attend, and not being Members of the 


Court, at leaſt not above One of them, were not obliged to be preſent; and 


in Fact, got not the ſmalleſt Notice of what was tranſacting till it was 


over: Yet, in theſe Circumſtances, the Presbytery was found guilty, and 


condemned: Guilty of tranſgrefling a Rule, which, from what bas been no- 


ticed above, could never be infended for ſuch a Caſe as it has been applied 
to; and condemned without being heard. But however hardly the Presby- 
tery was dealt with, they had ſuch Regard for the Commiſſion's Authority, 
that they never ſince appointed Mr. Adam to ſupply Catheart: And for not 
proceeding to his Settlement, they needed no Authority to keep them from 
that; it being quite agreeable to their own Senſe of the Matter, as well as to 
the Advice of the Synod. ES CES 4 


TE Presbytery will now acquaint the Venerable Aſſembly, that 


they bring this Caſe before them for Advice, whether they ſhall pro- 
ceed to Mr. Adam's Settlement at Cat heart, or not; and beg they'll take 
it under ſerious Conſideration, and give them what Inſtructions thereanent 
they think proper. The Aſſembly will ſee from the Petition tranſmit- 
ted to them, that it's the harmonious Deſire of all Denominations of Men 
in that Pariſn, that he ſhall be their Miniſter: And the Presbytery can- 
not but declare concerning him, that they look upon him to be a pious 
godly Man, who through the Divine Bleſſing may be, as he has been, a uſe- 


* 


ful Miniſter of the Goſpel. The Pony think they may congratulate 
the Church of Srozland on this, that ſo few of her Members have been de- 
poſed for Immorality-; and that ſuch of them as have been reponed to the 


Miniſtry upon Profeſſion of Repentance, have given no Cauſe to wiſh it had 


| been 


ime when there were Six of the Brethren con- 
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| Sven undone: "Inſtances. indeed are very rare, of Mens being reſtored to fe 
dame. Charge; and ite acknowledged, that an Act of Aſſembly in 164 
ſeems to Rnad:da-ohe, Way of it. But the Presbytery beg lea ve briefly to 
tonſider the Hiſtory of that Act, as it is given us by ſome of our Church 
Hiſtorians, who--narrate, That two Miniſtefs had been depoſed for Malig- 

nancy; but. as they were connected with ſame Men of Quality, and great 

Intereſt in the Church, theſe: Noblemen labqured hard to get A reſtoed 

to their former Charges, and at length mgde it effęctual. This Conduct; 

the Aſſembly was convinced would prodyce bad Conſeqdentes; and there- 

fore paſſed the Act juſt now mentioned, pfohibiting ſuch, Practices in Time 
to came And in the Narrative of the Act, which contains the Reaſons of 

clare; That.ms ſt redound to the Church in geperal, 


8 
—4 


40 . complying with the Enemies of this Kirk, and Cauſe of God, 


4% may 


e put on the People a Stamp and Impreſſion of Malignancy: And being by 
M* che Act of the General Aſſembly in Anno 1645, paſt all Hope of bein 

& reſtored to the Place out of which he was caſt : Now alſo, Ordains and 

« Enacts, That no Miniſter depoſed for Malignancy and Compliance fore- 

| 4. ſaid (when it ſhall fall out, that he ſhall be put in a Capacity of Admiſ- 

t ſion to the Miniſtry) ſhall enter into the Congregation of any other Mini: 

de ſter, who alſo hath been depoſed for Malignancy: and Compliance as faid 

« js.” The Intention of this Act is abundantly obvious; that it is deſigned 
againſt Miniſters depoſed for Malignancy, and ſuch only, none will diſpute, 

The Light it throws. on the Act 1645, is no leſs conſpicuous ; it quotes 

at as putting an effectual Stop to the reſtoring of Miniſters, depoſed 

for Malignancy, to the ſame Charges they formerly officiated in ;. it explains 

and clears 2 Reaſon given in the Narrative of that Act, ro wit, the 
Prejudices redounding to the Church in general, and private Congregations 

in particular; becauſe ſuch Miniſters may be ſuppoſed to ha ve put a Stamp 
e of Malignancy on the Minds of the People : and. therefore, 

there 1s great Danger in . with the ſame Charge: For, if 
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Presbytery, on the beſt Grounds, ſuppoſe Mr. Adam to be; the Church 


L 10 7 


ce Church-ſhall happen 10 be deceived by their Proſeſſions of Repentance? 


and they be {till lea vened with their former Principles; they have only to 
build on their old Foundation, and will more eafily make the Stamp broader 
and the Impreſſion deeper. And laſtly, the Act provides a further Remedy 
againſt the ws arifing from * ann Miniſters, : by ordaining that no 
Miniſter depoſed for Malignancy ſhall enter into the Congregation of any 
other. Miniſter depoſed for the ſame Crime; which, as it is founded: on the 
good Reaſon juſt now mentioned; fo it plainly ſhows, that the Church's 


View, both in this, and in the AR 1645, was wholly. confined to this Ground 


of Depoſition, From what has been here ſuggeſted, the Presbytery hope, the 
—— 


Venerable Aſſembly will find nothing.in the Act 1645, that touc 


ſent Caſe, or may hinder their granting the Deſire of the Pariſh of Caihcart. 
Malignancy, and that only, was the Cauſe of this Act; as indeed it was the 
Cauſe of the many Acts concerning depoſed Minilters, made betwixt the Years 
1638 and 1650. There is indeed one Reaſon given in that Act, apainft reſtor- 
ing Miniſters to their former Charges, to wit, that it would prove Derogatory 


to the Weight of ſuch Sentence of Depoſition, which ſeems to be more ge- 


neral: But the Presbytery are humbly of Opinion, that a general Clauſe ad- 


jected to an AR, which was plainly confined to a particular Caſe, will nat 


be thought ſufficient to extend that Act to all Caſes. The Presbytery own, 
that if it could be juſtly alledged the Argument was, a fortiori, or that there 


was Parity of Reaſon for extending this Act to ſuch Re- admiſſions as are here 
| 15 for, there would be Weight in it, though the AR confined itſelf to the 


aſe of Malignancy: But we humbly hope, from what has been ſaid in 
reaſoning on the Act 1641, that the Venerable Aſſembly will not find it ſo. 
That, Schiſm is an Immorality no Man can (at ; and one of a ver: 
hurtful Nature too: And it will ſcarcely be doubted, but a Courſe of ſu 
Immorality, a rooted Enmity to our happy Conſtitution, diſcovers. a worſe 
Heart, than a fingle Inſtance of ſuch Immorality as Mr. Adam has been 


depoſed for. Is there not more Reaſon to ſuſpect a Man's Profeſſions of Re- 


ntance in the one Caſe, than in the other? Can one Overt- act of Vice in a a 
Miniſter, deeply repented of, be ſuppoſed to have left a Stamp. and Impreſ- 

fion of that Vice on his People, as the Aſſembly juſtly ſuppoſed from a 
Courſe of Malignancy ; and that therefore, there is the ſame Danger in re- 


ſtoring him to his former Charge? There is no doubt, when a Minſter falls 


into open Sin, his Conduct has a Tendency to do much Hurt to weaken 
his Authority, to leſſen the Impreſſions his People ought to have of the hate- 
ful Nature of Sin, and make Temptations to it be more eaſily complied 
with: But, when we ſuppoſe him to be a fincere humble Penitent, as the 
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